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CALL FOR PAPERS

1990 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY FOR RISK ANALYSIS

Intercontinental Hotel, New Orleans, Louisiana
October 7-10, 1990

THEME: Promise of Risk Analysis in the ’90s

PROGRAM CATEGORIES:
Engineering and Statistics
Health and Environment
Social and Policy Issues

Use of Fish in Cancer Research
Pharmacodynamic Modeling
Innovative Methods in Toxicology

Safety at Chemical Plants
Waste Minimization
Nuclear Accident Management

Life Support Systems Additives — Growth Hormones
Medical Waste Global Issues
Reauthorization of Superfund/RCRA Decision Making Under Uncertainty
Effectiveness of Remedial Alternatives Risk Communication
Quantitative Risk Assessment for Noncancer Effects Decision Making and Ethics
Improving Risk Characterization Community Involvement
Use of Animal Sentinels ' Proposition 65
Biomarkers of Exposure L Waste Management Strategies
Use of Plants as Toxicological Indicators Siting of Hazardous Facilities

Medical Decision Making



Calendar of Events

—March 1-September 20. COURSES OFFERED BY HARVARD
SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH, Boston, Massachusetts: Radon in
Buildings: Sources, Biological Effects, Monitoring, & Control
(March 1-2); Fundamentals of Industrial Hygiene (March 26-30);
Occupational & Environmental Radiation Protection (March 26-30);
Measurement Techniques for the Industrial Environment: Air
Quality & Ventilation (April 23-27); Asbestos Abatement Projects:
Certification for Inspectors, Monitors, Management Planners, and
Designers (April 30-May 4); Radiation Protection Instrumentation
(May 7-11); Work Schedules and Circadian Rhythms: Strategies for
Improving Health, Safety, & Performance in 24-Hour Operations
(May 30-31; May 30-June 1); Environmental Radiation Surveillance
(June 11-15); In-place Filter Testing Workshop (June 11-15);
Testing & Certification of Biological Safety Cabinets (Jurie 11-15;
certification option June 11-18); Management and Disposal of

Radicactive Wastes (July 10-14); Respiratory Protection and

Chemical Protective Clothing (August 13-17); Indoor Air Quality
(Scptember 18-20). Contact: Mary F. McPeak, Office of Continuing
Education, Harvard School of Public Health, 677 Huntington
Avenue/Department B, Boston, Massachusetts 02115 (Phone: 617-
432-3515).

—March 28. CONFERENCE ON BUSINESS, SOCIETY, AND
ENVIRONMENTAL CRISES: WHO AND WHAT WILL THE
PUBLIC BELIEVE? University of Houston Institute for Business,
Ethics and Public Issues (see story in this newsletter). Cosponsored
by the Citizens’ Environmental Coalition. Contacts: P. F. Deisler, Jr.
(Phone 713-749-6672) or 1. J. Miller (713-749-6690); or write the
College of Business Administration, University of Houston,
Houston, Texas 77204-6283.

—April 2-3. 2ND CONFERENCE OF SRA-EUROPE, IIASA
Conference Center, Laxenburg, Austria. Theme: Risk Analysis,
Standards and Abnormal Occurrences (see story in this newsletter).
Contact Bjdm Wahistrom, IIASA, A-2361, Laxenburg, Austria
(Phone: 02236-71521*0; FAX: 02236-71313; Telex: 079137 iiasa a)

—May 1-2. DRINKING WATER AND PUBLIC HEALTH,
University of Massachusetts, Amherst. Cosponsors include the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. Agency for Toxic

Substances and Disease Registry. For general information, contact:
Charles E. Gilbert, Northeast Regional Environmental Public Health
Center, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Massachuselts
01003-0081 (Phone: 413-545-3164 or FAX: 413-545-4692).

—May 8-10. HAZTECH INTERNATIONAL 90, George R. Brown
Convention Center, Hall D, Houston, Texas. Sponsored by The
Institute for International Rescarch. Contact: Rachelle Scheinbach,
Institute for International Research—Bellevue, 13555 Bel-Red
Road, Bellevue, Washington 98009 (Phone: 1-800-468-7644; 206-
746-4173 in WA; FAX: 206-643-2146).

—May 21-23. SRA 5TH ANNUAL COURSE ON CARCINOGEN
RISK ASSESSMENT, Hyatt Regency, Bethesda, Maryland (sce
story in this newsleiter). Contact: Curtis C. Travis (Phone: 615-576-
2107; FTS: 626-2107) or Mary Oran (Phone: 615-574-8438; FTS:
624-8438).

—June 2. 3RD ANNUAL MEETING OF SRA-JAPAN, University
of Tokyo. Special Workshop: Risk Analysis in Disaster Management
(see story in this newsletter). Contact: T. Katazama, University of
Tokyo, or Saburo Lkeda, University of Tsukuba, Institute of Socio-
Economic Planning, Tsukuba 305, Japan. (Phone: 0298-53-5182 or
-5170; FAX: 0298-55-3849 or -5070).

—June 18-22. 7TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
RELIABILITY AND MAINTAINABILITY, Brest, France (see May
1989 newsletter).

——June 28-29. 2ND EUROPEAN CONFERENCE OF
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR IMPACT ASSESSMENT,
Lausanne, Switzerland (see May 1989 newsletter).

—September 26-28. HAZTECH INTERNATIONAL 90, Brooks
Hall, San Francisco, California. Contact: Rachelle Scheinbach (see
above).

—September 30-October 3. INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS/WASTES: SOCIAL ASPECTS OF
FACILITY PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT, Harbour Castle
Westin, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Organized by The Institute for

Social Impact Assessment. One of the keynote speakers will be
Stephen Lewis, former Canadian Ambassador to the United Nations.
Call for papers: 150-400 word abstract with tentative title, subject
maiter, and topic with the author’s name, address, and telephone
number submitted no later than March 3, 1990 1o Social Aspects
Symposium Headquarters, Conference and Seminar Services,
Humber College, 205 Humber College Boulevard, Etobicoke,
Ontario MOW 5L7 Canada (Phone: 416-675-5077; FAX: 416-675-
0135). For information contact: Ingrid Norrish, Conference
Management Director, Social Aspects Symposium (Phone: 416-675-
3111, ext. 4459; FAX: 416-675-0135).

—-Qctober 1-2, 6TH ANNUAL MEETING OF. THE
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF REGULATORY TOXICOLOGY
AND PHARMACOLOGY, Stouffer Concourse Hotel, Washington,
D.C. Theme: What Can Be Done to Improve Public Understanding of
the Toxicological Process? For more information, contact: Secretary,
C. Jelleff Carr, 6546 Belleview Drive, Columbia, Maryland 21046
(Phone: 301-992-9083).

~—October 2-4, 1990. HAZTECH INTERNATIONAL 90, David L.
Lawrence Convention Center, Pitisburgh, Pennsylvania. Contact:
Rachelle Scheinbach (see above).

~—October 7-10. ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY FOR
RISK ANALYSIS, Continental Hotel, New Orleans, Louisiana (see
Call for Papers in this newsletter).

~—November 22-23, ENVIRONMENTAL RISK MANAGEMENT:
THE EUROPEAN CASE, Kiev, USSR. Sponsored by SRA-Europe
with WHO-Regional Office for Europe, Economic Commission for
Europe, and OECD. Coorganized by Institute for Environment and
Systems Analysis, Amsicrdam, and Cybernetics Institute, Kiev (sce
story in this newsletter). Contact: P.J.M. Stallen, IMSA, Emmastraat
16, 1075 HT Amsterdam, The Netherlands (Phone: 020-662-0696;
FAX: 020-751-576).

-—February 4-7, 1991. INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
PROBABILISTIC SAFETY ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT
(PSAM), Beverly Hills, California. Sponsored by the Society for
Risk Analysis. For further information, contact: George Apostolakis
(Phone: 213-825-1300; Telex: 3716012 UCLA LSA; or FAX: 213-
825-0761).
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Evidence of the public’s recogni-
tion, if not always its acceptance, of
risk analysis as a basis for societal de-
cisions is cropping up in uncxpected
places. Within a three-month span, for
example, The Christian Century ad-
dressed the subject of risk analysis twice.
In its September 27, 1989, issue,
William H. Willimon, referring to an
article by Richard Wilson and E. A. C.
Crouch, wrote that “‘Science [April
1987] reports that there is a whole new
field of scicnce called risk-asscssment
analysis.” He noted, in part facetiously,
that people now can figure out how lo
die well, A subsequent editorial by James
M. Wall (December 6, 1989), titled
*“When Risk Analysis Confronts Faith,”’
seriously argues both for faith in the
expertise of risk analysts and for an ac-
ceptance that life can never be risk
free.

Risk analysts no doubt welcome

. Wall’s support, at the same time
realizing that faith in their conclusions
may not be enough to initiate actions
against a risk. The lack of acceptance
may be attributed to any number of
rcasons, but sometimes it is simply
because the public is forced to choose
between opposing risks. In his luncheon
talk on “‘Lessons from the War Zone’
at.SRA’s 1989 Annual Meeting, Stanford
University’s President Donald Kennedy
described just such a situation. He was
*‘run over by a train,”’ he said, when in
1978, as Commissioner of the Food
and Dirug Administration, he announced
that the 1938 Safety Provision of the

(Continued on page 2.)

Ruckelshaus Gives *“Wish List”

William D. Ruckelshaus, recipient of SRA’s 1989 Distinguished
Service Award, presented a ““wish list”" during his address to the Soci-
ely’s Plenary Session of the 1989 Annual Meeting in San Francisco.
Admitting that he thought primarily in terms of the Environmenial
Protection Agency, which he had headed twice, he said he would like to
see the country do the following:

—Stop bashing the EPA. (*‘Itis the one institution in the country that has
a chance of accomplishing any of the goals of the environmental move-
ment.”’)

—Stop giving EPA assignments it cannot carry out. (**I don’t reaily
believe that the public can’t take something less than zero risk.”’)

—Change the political rhetoric that obscures so much of our public
debate. (*‘Before promising an end to [all risks], I would force every
politician to [tell] how much it will cost, and who’s going to pay forit.”")

—S1op calling each other names. (*‘Everyone who disagrees with you is
not either in the pocket of industry or a tree hugger.”’)

~——Have balanced reporting from the media. (**Balanced reporting is not
trying to find extremes of opinion to see if you can set up a Geraldo
Rivera kind of brawl.”’)

—Develop a public involvement process that has an endpoint at which
a decision is ultimately made. (**The irony is that the longer it iakes to
get new facilities sited, the more obsolete and less environmentally sound
are the facilities being used.’”)

—Let EPA’s first responsibility be to educate the public, and through the
public, to educate Congress. (‘'EPA’s first mission was advocacy, [but
nowl} it is to educate, educate, educate.....We need neutral sets of data..... A
wise public policy would give us the ability to choose where to direct

(Continued on page 2.)
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News from SRA-Japan

SRA-Japan- will hold its 1990
Annual Meeting and a special workshop
on Saturday, June 2, at the University
of Tokyo, Department of Urban
Planning, from 1-5 PM. The workshop,
tiled ‘*Risk Analysis in Disaster
Management (in Relation to Global
Environmental Changes),’” will feature
as guest speakers T. Kinoshita from
the National Institute of Disaster
Prevention and five persons from
administration, mass-media, and
academic fields. The convener of the
meeting is T. Katayama of the University
of Tokyo. The presentation and
discussions will appear in the
forthcoming Japanese Journal of Risk
Analysis.

Approximately 100 participants
attended SRA-Japan’s 1989 Annual
Conference held on December 9 in
Toranomon, Tokyo. The conference
received attention from the press,
including news coverage by the Yomiwri.
The program was presented in five
sessions which included both review
and contributed papers: Risk Analysis
in Epidemiology, Prevention of Disasters
in Urban Areas, Product Liabilities and

‘Risks, Public Decision Making, and

Risk Communication. Abstracts of the
papers in Japanese are available from
the secretary of SRA-Japan: Saburo
Ikeda, Institute of Socio-Economic
Planning, The University of Tsukuba,

Third Annual Meeting
SRA-Japan
June 2, 1990 ‘

" University of Tokyo

1-1-1 Tennoudai, Ibaraki 305, Japan
(Phone: 0298-53-5182; FAX: 0298-53-
5070).

Néws from SRA-Europe

SRA-Europe will hold its Second
Conference at the International Institute
for Applied Systems Analysis (ITASA)
in Laxenburg, Austria on April 2-3.
Titled *‘Risk Analysis, Standards, and
Abnormal Occurrences,”” the conference
is coorganized by IIASA and
cosponsored by the World Health
Organization (WHO) Regional Office
for Europe. Participation is open to

Second Conference
SRA-Europe .
Apiril 2-3, 1990

Laxenburg, Austria

both members and non-members of the
Society. Subjects that will be covered
include: work in hand on establishing
appropriate standards, case reports of
abnormal occurrences, environmental
impacts and future analysis, risks
following large . accidents, primary
prevention, relationships between risk
analysis and the social or organizational
environment, risk communication, risk
cultures and philosophy, physical and
mental health issues, and methodological
issues in applying normative frameworks
to social or sociotechnical systems.
(Note: Selected papers presented at the
first SRA-Europe Conference, held
November 10-11, 1988, in Laxenburg,
were published in the December 1989
issue of the SRA journal Risk Analysis.)

Kiev Conference. The SRA-
Europe executive commitlee with the
support of the WHO Regional Office
for Europe, the Economi¢c Commission
for Europe, and OECD has also
organized a special SRA conference

on ‘‘Environmental Risk Management:
The European Case’ in Kiev, USSR,
November 22-23. The conference is
coorganized by the Institute for
Environment. and Systems Analysis,
Amsterdam, and the Cybernetics
Institute, Kiev.

The major goals of the Kiev
conference are *‘to enhance and facilitate
the interaction between eastern and
western European professionals’’ and
‘“‘to increase the understanding of the
very serious risk problems at both
‘sides.”’” Session topics will include:
industrial risks, environmental risks to
agriculture/fishery, and risks for small
diffuse sources (like the transportation’
system). To request more information
on the conference, send your name,
institute, address, zip code, country and
business telephone number to; P.J,
Stallen, SRA-Europe, c/o Emmastraat
16, 1075 HT Amsterdam, The
Netherlands (FAX: +31 20 751576).

__\O,—
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The table of contents of Vol. 10, No. 1 of the SRA journal Risk Analysis is reprinted bclow

EDITORIALS ARTICLES

Michacl Gough, How Much Cancer Can EPA Regulate Away? James Hammitt, Subjective Probability-Based Scenarios for

Bemard Goldstein, The Problem with the Margin of Safety: Uncertain Input Parameters: Stratospheric Ozone Depletion

Toward the Concept of Protection Stephen Hora and Ronald Iman, Bayesian Modeling of Initiat-
ing Event Frequencies at Nuclear Power Plants

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Yacov Haimes, Duan Li, and Vijay Tulsiani, Multiobjective

Dale Hattis, Three Candidate Laws of Uncertainty Analysis Decision-Tree Analysis

Hari Rao and David Brown, House Fire: A Source of Dioxins Frank Denton, The Effects of Publication Selection on Test
Probabilities and Estimator Distributions

WORKSHOP ON INDOOR AIR QUALITY Eric Hirst and Martin Schweitzer, Electric-Utility Resource

Planning and Decision Making: The Importance of Uncertainty
Ralph Keeney, Mortality Risks Induced by Economic Expendi-

{ures

Haluk Ozkaynak, /ntroduction to the Risk Assessmert Work-
shop on Indoor Air Quality

Brian Leaderer, Assessing Exposures to Environmental Tobacco
Smoke

James Repace and Alfred Lowrey, Risk Assessment Methodolo-
‘gies in Passive Smoking

Anna Wu and Jonathan Samet, Environmental Tobacco Smoke:

Gary Machlis and Eugene Rosa, Desired Risk: Broadening the
Social Amplification of Risk Framework

Bruce Tonn, Cheryl Travis, Richard Gocltz, and Raymond Phillippi,
Knowledge-Based Representations of Risk Beliefs

Exposure-Response Relationships in Epidemiologic Studies SOFTWARE REVIEWS
Jan A. J. Stolwijk, Assessment of Population Exposure and Gre

. g . . unds i g Belcher and Holly Hattemer-Frey, A Program for Calcu-
lCarl cor /f:_ c Risk Posed by Volatile Organic Compo n - lating Health Risks from Hazardous Waste Incineration

W. D. Rowe, Response from Rowe Research and Engineering
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