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SRA Sections, Chapters

Expand Scope of

Even a cursory examination of this
issue of RISK newsletter will reveal
that the sections and chapters of the
Society for Risk Analysis are a driving
force that is rapidly expanding the
number of risk issues on which the
Society is focusing. And since most of
the issues are of international and/or
interdisciplinary concern, they are
increasingly being addressed through
collaborative efforts with other organi-
zations. The SRA-Japan Section, for
example, is joining with Japan’s Na-
tional Institute for Environmental Stud-
ies to co-sponsor a November interna-
tional symposium titled *‘Risk Assess-
ment on Chemicals.”” During the same
month, the section will hold its own
Fourth Annual Conference, using the
theme **Moral Hazards and Risks.”

Late last year, the SRA-Europe
Section successfully collaborated with
the USSR Academy of Sciences in
organizing 'an environmental risk
management conference held in Kiev.
Now the section is planning to address
several *‘cross-border’’ concerns at its
third 'section conference, which will
have the theme ‘‘Risk Analysis—
Underlying Rationales.’’ The confer-
ence will be held in Paris in December.

SRA, Philippines, an affiliate of
the international SRA, is also hard at
work in a cooperative effort to assess
environmental and health risks associ-
ated with the introduction of transpor-

tation and communication systems in

the developing world. During a major
international congress/exhibition (Trans
Comm '92) to be held next March in

(Continued on page 2.)

ociety

PSAM: A Success Story

by Larry Froebe
Southern California Chapter

In spite of increased airport security and reduced international travel
during the Iraqi war, 480 professionals from the People’s Republic of
China, Brazil, the Soviet Union and many other countries gathered in
Beverly Hills, California, on February 4-7, 1991, to attend SRA’s Inter-
national Conference on Probabilistic Safety Assessment and Manage-
ment (PSAM), organized and hosted by the Southern California Chapter.

The idea for PSAM began in August 1988 with Professor George
Apostolakis of the University of California in Los Angeles (UCLA).
Perceiving the need to span all fields of risk assessment in one neutral
forum for technical exchange, he first captured the imagination of the
Executive Committee of the Southern California Chapter (SCSRA), later
convincing the council of the Society for Risk Analysis-that SRA should
be the primary sponsor of the conference.

To build the technical program, Apostolakis organized a Senior
Advisory Board, which included nine distinguished professionals from
around the world and was chaired by B. John Garrick, president of PLG,
Inc. and immediate past president of SRA. Taking advantage of his own
professional network and the assistance of the Senior Advisory Board,
Apostolakis then established a Technical Program Committee of 75 re-
nowned risk assessment professionals. As a result, the Call for Papers,
issued in 1989, was a resounding success.

To promote participation by professionals from diverse backgrounds,
the Local Organizing Committee enlisted several societies and compa-
nies as co-sponsors, including the American Nuclear Society, the Ameri-
can Society of Civil Engineers, the American Society of Mechanical
Engineers, the European Safety and Reliability Association, the IEEE
Reliability Society, the Society of Automotive Engineers, and the Sys-
tems Safety Society. Support was also solicited from A. D. Little, Inc.,
ASI Systems International, IT Corporation, Lawrence Livermore Na-

tional Laboratory, NUS Corporation, PRC, Inc., PLG, Inc., Scientech,

Inc., TRW, Inc., and Unocal Corporation.

(Continued on page 3.)
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