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SRA-Japan to Co-sponsor Joint Meeting in Hawaii

One of SRA-Japan’s projects dur-
ing 1993 is beginning plans for a joint
1995 Annual Meeting in Hawaii with
the international Society for Risk Analy-
sis, said SRA Councilor Saburo Ikeda
at the 1992 Annual Mceting in San
Diego. Ikeda is secretary and deputy
president of SRA-Japan.

This is the first time that the Soci-
ety will both hold a joint annual meet-
ing with SRA-Japan and select a site
outside the continental United States.
Officials in both organizations will be
involved in the planning.

SRA-Japan is also planning two
meetings of its own. The 1993 Spring
Annual Meeting and Workshop is on
June 25 in Sanzyo Hall at the Univer-
sity of Tokyo. The meeting’s topic is
“Approaches Toward Risk Analysis,”

with Ken Tsuchiya, former president of”

the Medical College of Industry and
Labor, as the guest speaker. The Sixth
Annual Meeting and Symposium of
SRA-Japan is on November 26-27 in
Tokyo. The main theme is “Informed
Consent and Risk Communication.”

Membership

SRA-Japan now has 286 full mem-
bers, eight student members, and 16
corporate members.

Publications

The section is publishing a special
issue of its annual journal this year,
titled Risk Lexicon. The editorial com-
mittee has selected 35 items to include
in the short survey on risk sources, as-
sessment, and management. The latest
issue of the journal, Japanese Journal
of Risk Analysis, was published in No-
vember 1992 and included papers pre-
sented at the Fourth Annual Confer-
ence of SRA-Japan. Topics include risk
problems in waste management, an
economic analysis of life insurance, and
risk assessment of tumor promoters
using no-observed-effect-level data.

The journal also included the pro-
ceedings of a symposium on the risk
control of chemicals and a research
paper on the database RiskView. SRA-
Japan also continues to publish its quar-
terly newsletter.

North Reports on Visit to Japan

FRerE

D.Warner North, the immediate
past president of the Society for Risk
Analysis, reports on his visit with
members of SRA-Japan in November
1992.

It was a great pleasure for me to
participate in the SRA-Japan Fifth
Annual Meeting in November. My
trip began in Tokyo with a meeling
with the Radioactive Waste Manage-
ment Project of the Japan Power
Reactor and Nuclear Fuel Develop-
ment Corporation for a discussion of
programs for disposing of the radio-
active wastes from nuclear power
generation,

The next day I gave a lecture for
members of SRA-Japan from the
Tokyo area, followed by a dinner with
many of the council members of SRA-
Japan. I enjoyed the ride by high-
speed train to Kyoto and the opportu-
nity to visit a small sample of the
temples in this beautiful and historic
city while attending the mecting.

i [ was impressed-
by the extent of the
dialogue and active
questioning following
my talks and in infor-
mal conversations. In
Japan, as in the United
States, many points of
view on risk aialysis
exist, reflecting a di-
versity of disciplinary
backgrounds and ex-
pericnce. SRA gives
us opportunities to
learn from each other.

Warner North (feft) with President Tomio Kinoshita. Such learning is

clearly -going on
within the United States, within Ja-
pan, and through existing profes-
sional associations between the two
countries. [ hope that the professional
associations within SRA as an inter-
national society will continue to ex-
pand, to the benefit of its members in
all countries.
I would like to express my ap-
preciation to my hosts, especially to
Saburo Ikeda, who has been Japan’s

ambassador to the SRA Council; to

Tomio Kinoshita, the Japdn Section’s
president and academic host for the
Fifth Annual Meeting; to Sadayoshi
Kobayashi, who graciously intro-
duced my talk in Toyko; and to
Taketoshi Taniguchi, who kept me
on time and on course throughout my
visit. [ was pleased with the positive
reception from SRA-Japan’s Council
Lo the proposal for a 1995 joint an-
nual meeting in Hawaii. We from the
United States will look forward to
working with our Japanese colleagues
to make this meeting a huge success.

Annual Conference

About 100 participants attended the
Fifth Annual Conference of SRA-Ja-
pan at Kyoto University in November
1992. SRA past president D. Warner
North was the invited lecturer for the
conlerence (see box above). A sympo-
sium on urban risk issues was held, and

20 papers were presented on risk as-
sessinent and risk management.
To contact SRA-Jupan write or call:
SRA-Japan Scction, c/o Saburo Ikeda,
University of Tsukuba, (see address on
page 24) telephone number (298) 53-
5380, fax number (298) 55-3849,
c-mail: ikeda@shako.sk.tsukuba.ac.jp.
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From Experimental Design to
Risk Management

% egulatory agencies, including EPA, are
- %. committed to an increasing reliance on
quantitative risk assessment in support of major
regulatory decisions. Accurate -health-based risk
assessments require an understanding of mechanisms
by which chemicals affect living organisms. In the past,
however, much information gathered under the
umbrella of mechanistic toxicology has been of little
directvaluein the risk assessment process. Mechanistic

research has to be highly focused to address specific -

issues in a quantitative form to be useful in these risk
assessments. Today, funding of health effects research
faces intense competition from many other important
environmental activities, including pollutionabatement
+ and remediation. To effectively impact risk assessment
_and justify expenditures of scarce resources,

" mechanistic health research will have to be explicitly

designed to provide specific information for use in
quantitative health risk assessments. :

The purpose of the Symposium is to provide an
opportunity for active dialog on the role of mechanistic
biological research in future risk assessment strategies.
Specific goals are to discuss the following issues:

+ Current use of mechanistic biological data in
quantitative risk assessments

o The changing face of health effects risk
assessments in response to increasingly
sophisticated knowledge of the mechanisms
of toxic effects and biological function

¢ Role of mathematical models of biological
systems in integrating research activities,
identifying data gaps, designing mechanistic
studies, and reducing uncertainties in the risk
assessment process. '
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An opportunity will be provided for attendees to
present posters on topics related to the theme of the
Symposium. Guidelines forsubmissions of abstracts
will be sent to those indicating their interest on the
attached information request form.

All forms are to be returned to Research and Evaluation
Associates, Inc.

For lheore

Please complete and return the attached form to
receiveadditionalinformationregarding the Sympo-
sium agenda, speakers, registration, and accommo-
dations. These packages will be mailed no later than
June, 1993.

I

Conforence Coordinalion Provided By:

Research and Evaluation Associates, Inc.
100 Europa Drive, Suite 590

Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27514

(919) 968-4961

(919) 967-4098, FAX

Sponsored By:

Health Effects Research Laboratory
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Mail Drop 51

Research Triangle Park, NC 27717
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